Amendments to the claims: 
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1-49. (Cancelled) 

50. (New) A method for enforcing a property right within a system for 
controlling a manner of use of an item in accordance with usage rights, the method 
comprising: 

obtaining an enforceable property right for a specific item, including obtaining 
an electronic item ticket specifying the specific item as an item for which the 
electronic item ticket is redeemed, the electronic item ticket having a security 
mechanism incorporated therein, and 

obtaining a digital license associated with the electronic item ticket, the digital 
license including usage rights specifying a manner of use for redeeming the electronic 
item ticket and conditions for exercising the manner of use; 

electronically parsing the digital license for usage rights and conditions; 

determining if the conditions are satisfied; 

if the conditions are satisfied, rendering or accessing the electronic item ticket 
through the digital license by unlocking the security mechanism of the electronic item 
ticket, and if the conditions are not satisfied, not allowing rendering or accessing of 
the electronic item ticket; and 

controlling the manner of use of the specific item by controlling the manner of 
use for redeeming the electronic item ticket in accordance with the determined usage 
rights. 

51. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the electronic item 
ticket includes a description of the item. 

52. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the electronic item 
ticket includes an ID correlated to the item. 

53. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the electronic item 
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ticket includes limitations specified by the digital license. 

54. (New) The method as recited in claim 53, wherein the limitations are 
expressed as conditions. 

55. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the security mechanism 
is encryption and the unlocking step comprises executing a decryption algorithm. 

56. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the item includes goods. 

57. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the item includes 
services. 

58. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the digital license 
includes a specification of a corresponding electronic item ticket. 

59. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the item is information. 

60. (New) The method as recited in claim 59, wherein the digital license 
further comprises usage rights specifying access to the information and conditions of 
the access. 

61. (New) The method as recited in claim 60, wherein the conditions include a 
security or trust rating, and the determining step comprises determining if a user's 
rating corresponds to the trust rating. 

62. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the item is an online 

service. 

63. (New) The method as recited in claim 62, wherein the digital license 
further comprises usage rights specifying access to the online service and conditions 
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of the access. 

64. (New) The method as recited in claim 63, wherein the conditions include a 
security or trust rating, and the determining step comprises determining if a user's 
rating corresponds to the trust rating. 

65. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the usage rights include 
meta-rights which permit rights in the item to be granted to downstream parties and 
further comprising the steps of deriving rights form the meta-rights and generating a 
digital license including the derived rights. 

66. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the item is a financial 
instrument. 

67. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the item is a legal 
document. 

68. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the item is real estate. 

69. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the item is a tangible 
item comprising tangible goods or services, including a printed book, music on a 
physical media, an airline ticket, a car rental, or an event. 

70. (New) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the item is an intangible 
item, comprising intangible goods or services, including an electronic book, or 
electronic music. 

71. (New) A system for enforcing property rights in items by controlling use 
of the items in accordance with usage rights, the system comprising: 

a license device operative to associate a digital license with an electronic item 
ticket, the electronic item ticket specifying an item for which the electronic item ticket 
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is redeemed and having a security mechanism incorporated therein, the digital license 
including usage rights specifying a manner of use for redeeming the electronic item 
ticket and conditions for exercising the manner of use; and 

a client environment operative to obtain the electronic item ticket and the 
digital license and to control the manner of use of the item by including a security 
component operative to determine usage rights and conditions from the digital license, 
unlock the security mechanism of the electronic item ticket when the conditions are 
satisfied and not unlock the security mechanism of the electronic item ticket when the 
conditions are not satisfied, and enforce the usage rights of the digital license for the 
item for which the electronic item ticket is redeemed. 

72. (New) The system as recited in claim 71, further comprising an activation 
device for providing at least a portion of the security component of the client 
environment, wherein the security component is included in a user device. 

73. (New) The system as recited in claim 72, further comprising a vendor 
device for permitting a user to select an item and usage rights to be incorporated into 
the digital license generated by the license device. 

74. (New) The system as recited in claim 71, wherein the item is a tangible 
item comprising tangible goods or services, including a printed book, music on a 
physical media, an airline ticket, a car rental, or an event. 

75. (New) The system as recited in claim 71, wherein the item is an intangible 
item, comprising intangible goods or services, including an electronic book, or 
electronic music. 

76. (New) A computer readable medium including one or more computer 
readable instructions embedded therein for enforcing an enforceable property right for 
use within the system for controlling the manner of use of an item in accordance with 
usage rights, and configured to cause one or more processors to perform the steps of: 
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specifying via an electronic item ticket a specific item as an item for which the 
electronic item ticket is redeemed, the electronic item ticket having a security 
mechanism incorporated therein; and 

associating a digital license with the electronic item ticket, the digital license 
including usage rights specifying a manner of use for redeeming the electronic item 
ticket and means for unlocking the security mechanism, whereby the electronic item 
ticket is rendered or accessed through the unlocking means of the digital license, if the 
conditions are satisfied, and whereby the electronic item ticket is not allowed to be 
rendered or accessed, if the conditions are not satisfied, 

wherein the manner of use of the specific item is controlled by controlling the 
manner of use for redeeming the electronic item ticket in accordance with the 
determined usage rights. 

77. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
digital license further includes condition that must be satisfied to activate the means 
for unlocking. 

78. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
electronic item ticket includes a description for the item. 

79. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
electronic item ticket includes an ID correlated to the item. 

80. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
electronic item ticket includes limitations specified by the digital license. 

81 . (New) The computer readable medium t as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
limitations are expressed as conditions. 

82. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
security mechanism is encryption. 
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83. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
item includes goods. 

84. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
item includes services. 

85. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
digital license includes a specification of a corresponding electronic item ticket. 

86. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
item is information. 

87. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 86, wherein the 
digital license further comprises usage rights specifying access to the information and 
conditions of the access. 

88. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 87, wherein the 
conditions include a security or trust rating. 

89. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
item is an online service. 

90. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 89, wherein the 
digital license further comprises usage rights specifying access to the online service 
and conditions of the access. 

91. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 90, wherein the 
conditions include a security or trust rating. 

92. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 77, wherein the 
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digital license also includes post-license conditions that do not need to be satisfied to 
activate the security mechanism, and the unlocking mechanism permits a specification 
of the item and the post-license conditions to be rendered 

93. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 77, wherein the 
digital license to includes state variables. 

94. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
unlocking mechanism is operative to permit the item .ticket to be rendered as a human 
readable description. 

95. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
unlocking mechanism is operative to permit the electronic item ticket to be rendered 
as a computer readable code. 

96. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
usage rights include meta-rights which permit rights in the item to be granted to 
downstream parties. 

97. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
item is a financial instrument. 

98. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 76, wherein the 
item is a legal document. 

99. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in a claim 76, wherein 
the item is real estate. 

100. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in a claim 76, wherein 
the item is a tangible item comprising tangible goods or services, including a printed 
book, music on a physical media, an airline ticket, a car rental, or an event. 
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101. (New) The computer readable medium as recited in a claim 76, wherein 
the item is an intangible item, comprising intangible goods or services, including an 
electronic book, or electronic music. 



W332501.1 



10 



